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Course Description 
Biology is devoted to the study of living things and their processes. Throughout the year this course provides an 

opportunity for students to develop scientific process skills, laboratory techniques, and an understanding of the 

fundamental principles of living organisms. 
Required Materials 

● 3 ring binder (1” or larger) 
● Composition Notebook (for labs and notes) 
● Pencils and pens 
● Colored pencils or crayons  

 
General Topic Outline:  
First Quarter: Scientific Method, Physical Science Review, Biochemistry  
Second Quarter: Cell Structure, Function and Division; DNA & RNA 
Third Quarter: Ecology, General Survey of Kingdoms 
Fourth Quarter: Anatomy and Physiology  
 
General Rules and Procedures 
Since we are the Tigers, the school adopts the Tiger P.R.I.D.E. We will be following this acronym in my classroom as 

well.  
 P – positive attitude 
 R – respect & responsibility 
 I – integrity 
 D – determination 
 E – excellence 
 
What you can expect from me:  

-I will do everything within my power to provide a safe learning environment 

-I will be prepared 

-I will be present 
-I will be enthusiastic and willing to help ANY student 
-I will provide academic and life support 
-I will have high expectations and challenge the students 

What I expect from you: 

- Be present  

-Be prepared 

-Be respectful of me, my stuff, yourselves and your classmates 
-Do your best. Be willing to try! 
-Ask for help! 
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I expect all my students to meet all the objectives for the class and I will make accommodations and modifications when 

necessary, but students are expected to meet me half way (at least).  

Attendance 
I will maintain a seating chart. All students must be in their seat by the start time of class, or they will be counted tardy. If 

you are late for any reason, you must have a pass. If unexcused tardiness becomes a regular habit, disciplinary action will 

follow school policy. Students are to remain on task until dismissed by me. Students who are consistently off track will be 

required to make up this time during passing period, lunch or after school.  
 
Attendance is integral in being successful in this class. Therefor students will be given an individual bathroom pass with 5 

passes for the semester. If students do not use all of their allotted passes they will be applied as extra credit to their grade 

at the end of the semester.  
 

Discipline 
My classroom disciplinary procedures will follow those of the school. For example, if there is a conflict within 

my classroom, it will be handled according to the school handbook. The only way to resolve issues is to be sure to 

communicate clearly and effectively. This means that if you have a problem in my class, you need to 

communicate your needs in a respectful and responsible manner.  
 

Grading 
Two types of assessments will be used to formulate your grade. Weekly progress grades are posted at 

https://www.wiggins50.k12.co.us at the Infinite Campus Link. 
Grading Scale 

A+ 98-100 
A 94-97 
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 64-66 
D- 60-63 
F 59 or below 

 
 

● Homework 
I view homework as an opportunity for you to practice the material with fewer penalties. Homework is where 

students are supposed to use the basic knowledge they have accumulated during lectures to advance their 

understanding of topics. Not all homework assignments will be collected but students are encouraged to do each 

assignment to prepare for success. I will keep a class website where you will be able to find homework 

assignments as well. 
● Projects 

Group projects will be used occasionally in this class. This could be as simple as a group poster, or as complicated 

as a group presentation to the class. Rubrics for the projects will be handed out to the students at the beginning of 

the project so they know what to expect and how to achieve the grade that they desire. On group projects, students 

will receive a grade for individual work and a group performance grade. 

  

Formative assessments    30% Total  
a. Homework/Daily Assignments & Participation    10% 

b. Quizzes      20% 

  
Summative assessments    70% Total  

c. Tests & Quarter Exams/Finals   35% 

d. Labs & Projects     35% 
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● Quizzes 
Quizzes are a quick opportunity for me to assess how much you have learned. It will be used as a tool for me to 

see how well you understand what I am teaching and how well I am teaching. Quizzes are also a tool for students 

to prepare for larger assessments.  
 

● Tests 
Tests will be given at the end of each unit. Each test will have a short review section with previous information.  

● Quarter Exams 
Quarter Exams will be given near the conclusion of each quarter. All quarter exams are cumulative. The second 

and fourth quarter exams will act as semester finals. . 
● Labs        

Labs will vary from Lab Quests and other informal labs. Students will work with their lab groups to complete the 

labs.  
 

Safety:  
Labs in this class will be taken very seriously. You will have an opportunity to work with advanced (and 

expensive) laboratory equipment. Most high schools and even some colleges do not have access to this kind of 

technology. It is vital that you pass your laboratory safety unit test before you are allowed to use the equipment. 
Safety is critical in the science classroom. Open food and beverages will not be allowed in the lab room. Water 

bottles will be permitted at the student’s seat but never in the lab room. Students will wear goggles in the lab 

when working with any liquid or chemical. Specific clothing (covered legs and feet) may be required for specific 

labs in which the student will receive advanced warning of the clothing requirement. Students who do not have 

the appropriate clothing will not be allowed to participate in the lab and will receive a zero for that assignment. 

For labs requiring them, goggles will fall under lab clothing and failure to wear them while in the lab area will 

result in similar consequences. Long hair will need to be pulled back and hats will not be permitted in the lab. 

Horseplay is never acceptable in the lab area. Failure to comply with any of the lab procedures will result in 

dismissal from the lab for the class period (to wait in the office) and a zero for the lab grade. If students are 

dismissed from the lab again, they may be dismissed from labs for the remainder of the year.  
 

Late Work 
I would like you to take responsibility for your work in this class. That being said, I will accept all late work for 

each chapter for 20% off of the total possible grade. For example, if there were a 100pt assignment that you 

turned in and got every question correct, you would earn 80pts. So, on the last day of the chapter, if you still have 

an assignment you haven’t done, you can turn in that assignment and still get up to 80% on it. If you don’t turn in 

your assignments before the end of each chapter, they will not be graded and will receive a zero. 
 
Excused Absences 

In accordance with Superintendent Policy, students will be given a period of at least the same number of days 

they were absent to complete their make-up work. For example, if you miss two days of school, you will be 

allowed to have two days to make up the work, and would be responsible for turning in your work or completing 

your work by the third school day. The make-up period begins on the first school day following the absence. It is 

the student’s responsibility to get the work and information they missed.  
(All absences will be assessed on an individual basis. If you are absent for a particular reason, you need to come 

and see me and we will discuss a reasonable timeframe for the work to be turned in depending on your reason of 

absence) For anticipated absences, students are expected to meet with me before the absence to create a plan for 

completing the missing work.  
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Phones and Technology:  
Phones and other forms of technology are to be used for academic purposes only in my classroom. Students will 

put their phone in their assigned slip in the phone holder at the beginning of class. I will take attendance based on 

what slots are empty. Students’ phones will remain in these slips until the end of class unless given specific 

instruction from myself that they may use them for something we are doing. If a student is found using their 

phone or technology for a reason other than what is directed by me, the teacher, they will receive a detention.  

 

Academic Integrity 
In this class you will be working in groups for various assignments as well as for laboratory activities. I expect 

that each person within the group does an equal portion of the work. Also, there is to be no cheating or 

plagiarizing. Do your own work, be responsible, and be accountable. Try your best and ask for help if you need it 

and this won’t be an issue. 
 

Please keep in mind that this syllabus is subject to change at any time. 


